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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The original concept for the International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was based upon the 
model of the Midwest Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation. The Midwest Symposium on Therapeutic 
Recreation began in 1971 and has been held annually since 1973. The International Symposium on 
Therapeutic Recreation emphasizes the practice of therapeutic recreation, along with research, program 
development, sharing of ideas and resources and new technology that will ultimately benefit persons with 
disabilities and persons who are elderly. The International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation is held 

iannually in a different country. b  

 The 1st International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in Nottingham, England in 
1989. The 2nd International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in San Juan, Puerto Rico in 
1991. The 3rd International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 
1993. The 4th International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in Orlando, Florida, USA in 
1995. 
 

 The 5th International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was co-sponsored by the Alberta 
Therapeutic Recreation Association, Indiana University and the University of Missouri. It was held in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada in 1997. 
 

 We extend our thanks to the steering committee for the 5th International Symposium on Therapeutic 
Recreation for donating their time, energy and dedicated efforts. 
 

USA 
 

Gerald Hitzhusen:   Co-Chair, University of Missouri 
Gary Robb:     Co-Chair, Indiana University 
Geoff Lanham:    CEU Coordinator, University of Missouri 
 

CANADA - Hosting Committee Leadership 
 

Susan Bury     Co-Chair, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Cheryl Prediger   Co-Chair, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Renate Sainsbury Norm Ashdown 
 

Hosting Committee Members 
Dianne Bowtell 
Jill Kelland 
Susan Scott 
Shelley Stasiuk 
Deanna LeSage 
Sherry Schaefer 
Lisette Lane 
 

Mary-Lou Mudie-Duncan 
Margaret McCabe 
Kathy Robertson 
Deb Bontus 
Carla Krupta 
Janice Rachinski 
Darlene Murphy  

 
Gerald L. Hitzhusen 
Associate Professor 
Coordinator of International Symposium on Therapeutic Re
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