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INTRODUCTION 

The original concept for the International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was 
based upon the model of the Midwest Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation. The Midwest 
Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation began in 1971 and has been held annually since 1973. 
The International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation emphasizes the practice of 
therapeutic recreation, along with research, program development, sharing of ideas and 
resources and new technology that will ultimately benefit persons with disabilities and persons 
who are elderly. The International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation is held biannually 
in a different country. 

The 1st International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in Nottingham, 
England in 1989. The 2nd International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico in 1991. The 3rd International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation 
was held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 1993. The 4th International Symposium on 
Therapeutic Recreation was held in Orlando, Florida, USA in 1995. The 5th International 
Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was held in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada in 1997. 

The 6* International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation was co-sponsored by the 
Therapeutic Recreation Interest Section of the Florida Recreation and Park Association, 
Indiana University and the University of Missouri. It was held near Tampa, Florida in 2001. 

We would like to extend our thanks to the Steering Committee, the University of 
Missouri Conference Office and Project LIFE staff for their work and support of the 6th 
International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation. 

Gerald Hitzhusen: Co-Chair, University of Missouri 

Gary Robb: Co-Chair, Indiana University 

Mary Wilson-Palacios:         Chair of the Therapeutic Recreation Interest Section, Memorial 
Regional Hospital, Miramar, Florida 

Candace Ashton-Shaeffer:   President of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society, 

University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 

Diane Leaf: Ocala Recreation and Parks Department, Ocala, Florida 

Doris Bedell: Treasurer and Legislative Liaison for the Therapeutic Recreation 

Interest Section, Spring Hill, Florida 

Gerald Hitzhusen 
Associate Professor 
Coordinator of International Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation 
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