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The study of municipal recreation has been and continues to be a vitally important contributor to
the understanding of leisure in modern society. The role of government in leisure policy
formation and in the delivery of recreation services is crucial to any appreciation of
contemporary leisure.

However, a good number of studies of the role of the municipality in the field of leisure have
neglected to adequately situate the municipal government within a broader theoretical
framework of the state. How do, for example, municipal recreation departments, as branches of
the local state, relate to the central state? Also, what role does the local state play as a part of the
overall welfare state in liberal, capitalist nations such as the U.S.A., Canada, and the U.K.?

The aim of the present paper is to review some of the models of the local state and theories of
the welfare state with a view toward providing those concerned with understanding municipal
recreation a series of theoretical orientations from which to choose.

The first part of the paper outlines the leading models of the local state. Two liberal models, the
pluralist and the elite, are first discussed, followed by a review of the corporatist and dual state
neo-weberian models. This review of the models of the local state is concluded with an
examination of three neo-marxist models; the instrumental, the structuralist, and the urban social
movements model.

The second part of the paper provides an overview of the theoretical approaches to the welfare
state which are aligned with the various models of the local state discussed in the first part.
Initially, a brief look at liberal theories of the welfare state is undertaken, followed by the neo-
weberian and neo-marxist approaches. For each, an attempt is made to summarize the
corres'pondirr:g theories of the welfare state and, most importantly, to explain the role of the local
state in each.

In conclusion, the paper presents a summary of the models of the local state with special
reference to how it relates to the centraj state as an arm of the welfare state apparatus. A review of
some of the more informative studies of municipal recreation which have attempted to
incorporate some of these models and theoretical concepts is also presented. It is hoped that this
paper will suggest several useful approaches to the analysis of municipal recreation that will lead
to a greater understanding of the role of municipal government and leisure in the welfare state.
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